Societies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen Let me take this opportunity, to extend all my heartfelt appreciation for the confidence that you have shown by electing me as President of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics (ISPO) for the next triennium. I wish also to recognise at this point in time the enormous achievements attained during the previous triennium. The society has performed excellently in a number of areas of specific interest as outlined by Mr. Sepp Heim. I will endeavour to do my very best to justify your confidence in me as well as ensuring the continuation of the ongoing activities and strive to further strengthen ISPOas my predecessors have already done.
I wish also to recognise at this point in time the enormous achievements attained during the previous triennium. The society has performed excellently in a number of areas of specific interest as outlined by Mr. Sepp Heim. I will endeavour to do my very best to justify your confidence in me as well as ensuring the continuation of the ongoing activities and strive to further strengthen ISPOas my predecessors have already done.
As you might recall, since the inception of our Society, by the Founder and First President of ISPO, Knud Jansen, we hive continued to see an increasing trend of remarkable success and achievement made in our profession. It surely goes without saying that a lot of progress, as a result of advances and developments in prosthetics and orthotics science and technology, has been initiated and strongly supported by our Society worldwide in both the industrialised and low-income countries.
There is no doubt that, the main task of ISPO is to advocate and promote education, training, research and service delivery through clinical implementation and adaptation while at the same time adhering to the internationally accepted standards in the field of prosthetics and orthotics. Alongside the development of the profession we also have to continue appreciating and renewing our relationships with the different groups with similar interests and the other related disciplines in the field of physical rehabilitation medicine. These standards are regarded as landmarks in the field of orthopaedic technical care and therefore the three main pillars, i.e. training, service delivery and research are the important prerequisites of producing high quality professionals with abilities to continue contributing to the developments in our unique field.
However, as much as we might be proud of the achievements made to-date, we should still continue to exert more of our individual contributions, efforts and commitments to continue adapting and developing our profession in line with the ever-changing conditions, needs and advancements in science and technology.
The results attained by the society's work in the previous years has in turn provoked a number of challenges, i.e., the more we achieve, the more we recognise those questions and problems that still require a solution and further commitment. Some of the few outcome measurement and survey activities canied out in the previous triennium in low-income countries have started to identify a number of gaps of which our further consideration and intervention is required more than ever before.
Over the past two decades, we have witnessed the advancement of technology in industrialised kountries in terms of new designs of components, choice of materials, clinical tools available, for evaluation and assessment of the quality of service provision in the field of rehabilitation medicine.
This has been achieved due to the available potentials in terms of highly qualified and motivated professionals, clear policies of adherence to standards and quality of service requirements as well as having a good working and social environment in place. However, there is an extremely wide gap in all forms and levels between the industrialised and low-income countries and there are still areas which will be needed to be researched. Protocols for clinical practice on controversial pathologies need to be developed the education and training modules available need to be re-examined.
We have continued to witness the increasing integration processes within the European Union, in terms of associated transfer of education and knowledge, as well as the right to practise in the different countries of the community. Recently the Society has made an attempt to have standardised training guidelines in Europe for prosthetics and orthotics professionals, for whom the existing education and training programmes can be accorded an international recognition and thereafter attain an accredited status. The fruitful outcome of the joint meeting of the European education and training institutions needs to be continued and extended to other countries and regions around the world.
The society has continued to use its expertise in the establishment and development of education, training and service delivery schemes in low-income countries. Given the size of the geographical area in need of technical orthopaedic services in these countries, much remains to be achieved in realising the ultimate goal. Future activities should continue to advocate for the: establishment of training facilities within the regions or continents to produce adequate sensitisation of government and non-government organisations on the establishment of enablement of groups of people with physical disabilities to engage in social, cultural and establishment of continuing education programmes on the alternative approaches of field testing and research on the appropriate locally available materials, components and
In summary, the major tasks of the new Executive Board will be to continue the course of expansion with the ongoing activities and other prioritised development activities as well as strengthening the dialogue and communication between it and the National Member Societies at large.
The Eleventh World Congress, which is now coming to an end, has been extremely successful1 and well organised. Nobody thought it would have been on this scale due to evolution of diseases such as SARS and ongoing threats of massive killings by radical groups around the world. Indeed we have once again seen an excellent organisation and management of the Congress. The different sessions and exhibition were very well organised and there was a varied social programme which turned this congress into a really great event. I do sincerely thank Professor H. Fang, (Honorary Chairman), Professor A. Mak (Chairman), Mr. H. Kwan (Secretary General), Mr. K. Yuen (Treasurer), all the other members of the Congress Organising Committee and the Meeting Makers Organisation. I offer the thanks of the Society for your excellent work which was carried out in a thorough fashion.
On behalf of ISPO and the newly elected Board, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mr. Sepp Heim our outgoing President and his Executive Board for all their achievements that we are all extremely proud off. Over the last three years they have set the course for the worldwide development which is in line with the main objectives of the Society of which we are all proud.
The newly elected Executive Board has again a good representation of the different regions and professional groups from the Society, they will serve the society well for the next three years. The entire Board has a lot to achieve and hopes that you will extend your maximum support over the coming three years so that we can continue to perform the tasks which we have been entrusted with.
Finally, once again, I wish to emphasise my commitment that, 1 will do my very best to justify your confidence in me and contribute towards the success of our Society.
God bless us all.
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'Thank you for your attention.
